To Our Readers

The editorial process is the continual discovery that every issue of a journal truly has a
mind of its own. An idea is put forth, and a kaleidoscope is mirrored back. Such is the
case with the present issue. It began with the idea of exploring the state of relations,
theological as well as social, between the multitude of Christian confessions. It grew
into something far more original, deeper, and broader in scope.

What emerged has little to do with formal theological exchange, but an exploration of
the roots that run deep, pointing to the organic connections between traditions that
ecclesial lines can never erase, or the even more fundamental, universal experience of
the sacred shared by every human person, lived and expressed in vibrant difference—
difference that can at times inspire us, and at others be deeply challenging.

This issue explores the questions that arise from Christianity’s foundations in Juda-
ism (Ready), and the suffering of its people, at times caused by, at times shared by
Christians at the hands of Nazi and Communist regimes (Shumylo). It points us to the
example of figures who always stood at the intersection of multiple worlds, struggling
for peace and community between them (Kishkovsky, Plekon). We voyage on the cross-
roads of ancient religions and cultures in Sicily (Clark), and explore the shared apos-
tolic inheritance of the very ancient and often forgotten Christian communities of India
(Mathew). From the philosophical and theological questions of encounter between self
and other (Ingpen, Korbet), to the more quotidian but no less pressing questions of
division at the chalice on Sunday morning (Bordeianu), or the misunderstandings en-
gendered by the encounter between Orthodoxy and Evangelicalism on American soil
(Soares), it is our hope that this issue of The Wheel will deepen our ties and sharpen our
attention to the other in our midst, the other who is none other than the image of God.
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