To Our Readers

It has become a good tradition for The Wheel to produce an issue inspired
by the theme of the annual meeting of the Orthodox Theological Society in
America. This issue, featuring the papers prepared for the meeting as well as
additional contributions, is examining the multiple facets of human experi-
ence in light of the Orthodox tradition. The issue explores the role of human
experience in shaping Orthodox thought and life in the past, present, and
future.

One of the challenges with which we Orthodox continue to wrestle is how to
discern and navigate what in our tradition is eternal and what is temporal,
what is contextual and what is universal. As our Advisory Board member,
Fr. Robert Arida, reminds us in his essay “Never Changing Gospel; Ever
Changing Culture” (Wonder blog of the OCA, 2014), “The relationship of
Gospel vis-a-vis the culture is the relationship of Christ and every person.
To diminish this most fundamental aspect of Orthodox thought and life is
nothing less than the distortion of the Gospel.”

In light of this exhortation, our authors present the various aspects of our
personal and corporate partakings as members of the Body of Christ. From
liturgical experience to the historical development of the practice of confes-
sion in various local Orthodox cultures to engagement with nature, art, and
the new frontiers of scientific progress to poetry, the essays in this issue offer
contributions to the multi-colored mosaic of our experiences as Orthodox
human beings.
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