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To Our Readers

The fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989 symbolically brought to an end 
the communist captivity of Eastern Europe and the longest period of per-
secution of the Orthodox Church since the fall of the Ottoman Empire. The 
twentieth century saw Christian martyrdom on a scale unknown since the 
pre-Constantinian Roman empire, as well as the worldwide dispersion of the 
Orthodox fleeing communist persecution and the growth of churches in ex-
ile. The period after 1989 has been jubilantly hailed as the “new Orthodox 
Renaissance,” with the Orthodox Church in the former communist countries 
coming into power and glory. Thirty-five years after the beginning of this “re-
naissance,” however, the Church is in deep crisis, with the schism between the 
mighty sees of Moscow and Constantinople, bitter fallings-out between other 
local Churches, and a raging war of one Orthodox country, Russia, against 
another, its closest neighbor, Ukraine, a war blessed by the Russian Church.

The Wheel has decided to take a survey of these thirty-five years, with the his-
torical excursions as necessary to understand the context of current events. 
The essays gathered in this double volume present a multicolored tapestry of 
today’s Orthodoxy across countries and continents. This undertaking, while 
ambitious, is of course not exhaustive, and some of the important areas and 
topics have not been included. Still, we hope to offer our readers enough of 
a perspective to facilitate the thinking and the conversation on where we are 
and what paths lie ahead.
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