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To Our Readers

The catalyst for this issue of The Wheel was provided by the theme 
of the 2024 annual meeting of the Orthodox Theological Society in 
America “Who Am I? Who Are We? Orthodox Christian Tradition 
and Questions of Identity.” The timeliness of these questions was re-
inforced by a similar conference that took place later in the year in 
Münster, Germany. 

The core of the articles in this issue comprises the papers based on the 
OTSA presentations, but we have expanded the offering to additional 
aspects, attempting to present a broad spectrum of the subject of iden-
tity. The essays address theological, historical, liturgical, Christolog-
ical, political, cultural, and confessional facets of Orthodox identity, 
presenting perspectives that sometimes appear in tension with each 
other. The challenges of this topic in a world gripped by “identity pol-
itics” are something that we will continue to explore in the upcoming 
issues as we examine the state of Orthodoxy in modern times.
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