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To Our Readers

The passing in 2023 of John D. Zizioulas, Metropolitan of Pergamon, signified to some the 
closing of a modern patristic era. Despite the relative brevity of his theological oeuvre, 
Zizoulas’s impact on contemporary Orthodox theology was fully on par with that of the 
other giants of the twentieth-century Orthodox religious renaissance. His contributions to 
Christian anthropology, ecclesiology, and eschatology influenced and will continue to in-
spire generations of scholars. His anthropological thinking in particular offers Orthodoxy 
a unique approach to engage modern social and ethical challenges. The Wheel embraced 
the opportunity to present a special issue on the legacy of this great thinker. 

We thank our guest editor Nikolaos Asproulis for taking on this project, in what is be-
coming a happy tradition (in 2021, Asproulis edited a special issue of The Wheel on Sergii 
Bulgakov). By engaging a diverse group of authors, Asproulis introduces the breadth of 
Zizioulas’s thinking, from the more familiar subjects of anthropology and ecclesiology 
to the Metropolitan’s impact on gender, politics, and soteriology. The issue also includes 
critical contributions on Zizioulas’s engagement with other contemporary Orthodox theo-
logians, as well as a previously unpublished text by Zizioulas that addresses his eschato-
logical and anthropological ideas. The cover features a portrait of Metropolitan John by 
Maxim (Vasiljević), Bishop of Western America of the Serbian Orthodox Church, one of 
the volume’s authors.
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